
  Our leader for the past three 
consecutive council years 
stepped down this past week.  
His efforts, and, of course, the 
supportiveness of his lovely 
wife Susanne, helped our 
council reach greatness.  We 
did more with less, grew in 
size and stature, built friend-
ships in the community, 
learned how to play nice to-
gether, stepped forward to 
help build church, and raised 
thousands and thousands of 
dollars for the mentally handi-
capped, seminarians, the Inter-
faith Council Food Pantry, and 
the church mortgage.   

  We have also built a strong 
personal relationship with the 
youth of our parish, provided 
men and women to the minis-
tries of the church, and have 
stepped forward to serve our 

priest, our church, and man-
kind.  We are now known by 
our deeds, our compassion, 
and our dedication to the 
church family.  These things, 
too, were because we were led 
by example and encouraged to 
step forward to give of our-
selves. 

  Bill brought order to the 
council and set the pace.  Sure, 
he will always tell you that “it 
was the men of the council” 
who did it, but we all know 
that we needed a champion to 
follow and a kick-start once in 
a while.   

   At the June Council Awards 
Dinner, Bill was presented 
with his gavel and named a 
Knight of the Year.  Present-
ing the awards, Financial Sec-
retary Bob Smith said, “When 
the State Deputy came to our 
council meeting in the Fall of 

2003 to ask who was willing to 
step forward to save this council 
since it was on the brink of dis-
aster with the possibility of deac-
tivation, only Bill Jackson bravely 
responded to that challenge and 
from that day forward, our coun-
cil took on a new face and re-
newed determination. This coun-
cil went from being just a num-
ber among the 117 councils in 
North Carolina to one of the top 
10 in a short span of time and it 
was Bill’s leadership that showed 
us the way.” 

  No, Bill is not going to sit in 
the back row and assume the 
role of the tired warrior.  He has 
already stepped forward to guide 
the new grand knight as he and 
his new staff ready the council 
chambers for another successful 
council year! 

  We thank you, Bill.    
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Upcoming Events  
 
• Aug 16 —2nd Degree 

Ceremony & Council 
Meeting Multi-Purpose 
Room 

• Aug 17 —4th Degree 
Assembly Chapel Hill 
Assembly meeting, 7 
p.m., MP Room 

• Aug 22 — Assembly Meet-
ing in at Blessed Sacra-
ment, Burlington. 7:30 

• Aug 26 — Council Family 
Picnic, Anderson Commu-
nity Park, Carrboro, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

• Sep 4 — Labor Day.  
Open Council Meeting, at 
Jim’s Famous Ribs, Elliott 
Road, at 7:00 p.m. 

September Calendar on Page 6  

Chapel Hill Knightline 

Paul J. Trageser Council, 10910 

   The baton is passed this day from Grand Knight Bill Jackson to Dr. Gil Montoya.   

  Knight of  the Year 



Sharing with Others, Letting go... 

The fact that the Lord can 
work and act even with 

insufficient means consoles 
me, and above all I entrust 

myself to your prayers.  
 
 Pope Benedict XVI 

The bond that 
links your true 

family is not 
one of blood, 

but of respect 
and joy in 

each other's 
life. 

       - Richard Bach  

Back on Track 
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Your news reporter and 
editor is back.  After a 

busy summer of juggling 
many projects, chairing a  

state-wide  mini-
convention, starting an 
Assembly hosting veter-
ans events, arranging for  

patriotic events, and 
working full time,  things 

have slowed down.  It 
takes at least 8 hours to 
produce a meaningful 
newsletter.  That was 8 
hours more than I had 

available. 

  I need your help to keep 
the newsletter informa-
tive.  Share your stories.  
Send pictures.  Let me 
know about upcoming 
events.  Let the cub re-

porter in you loose!  Help 
me produce “the” best 

newsletter possible. 

   Just down the road from our “little piece of heaven,” there are quite a few people who don’t have 
very much.  In fact, many don’t have anything at all.   In some areas nearby, there is the sound of 
gunshots, where we might hear just a loud radio and feel annoyed.  Some mothers are without a 
home, because of an unfortunate turn of events or because they were battered and afraid. 

   We can pass the hat and give a few dollars, but is there not more we can do?  Have you thought 
about it?  One family did recently and they decided there was.  It began as a cleaning of the closets 
for last minute tax deductions.  Junk went into the trash, but good clothes were cleaned and set aside 
for the church Carrying and Sharing closet.  Everything was ready, but they found that the church was 
not accepting donations for the rest of the year.  So, they thought about it and dad remembered 
“Ernie’s” Good Samaritan Inn.  It is a home for battered and homeless women and their families 
off Roxboro Road in Durham.   A quick call confirmed that they were in serious need of clothing 
for women and children.  Problem solved, … or was it? 

   The seven year old in the family  (Leanna) asked about the inn and the people there.  When she 
was told the story, she wanted to help.  Her aunt 
too.  Everyone realized that they had not even 
made a dent in cleaning out the closets.  They were 
hoarding new and near new clothes that they never 
wore.  It was time to get serious, and they did.  
Everyone pitched in and filled more than twenty 
extra large trash bags with clean, pressed new and 
near new clothing.  They also added new cleaning 
supplies, diapers, and ladies sundries.  There were 
suitcases and other essentials for the women in 
transition.   

   When they arrived at the Samaritan Inn, the 
workers were surprised to find not trash, but good things.  “We never see donations in this condi-
tion,” they exclaimed.  The Heavlin family, Lee, Yolanda, and Lisa, and the “Long girls,” Lauralee 
Heavlin Long and Leanna, were beaming with pride.  Each realized that they were making a real 
difference, and for the right reasons. 

   Have you taken a good look at what you have, but don’t really need?  During Lent we have an 
opportunity for renewal and cleansing.  As Fr. Michael Clay said one recent Sunday, “We have more 
than we need.  We are just buying more stuff.”   

   There are many good causes in our local community.  Besides the church’s program, consider 
other programs in our area.  This writer is fond of Catholic Charities, Theresa’s Carrying and Sharing 
closet and its Special Needs Book, the Salvation Army, and the Durham Rescue Mission.   

   So, who is Ernie?  That’s Ernie C. Mills, Executive Director and Co-Founder of the Durham Res-
cue Mission.  The Mission is the proud owner of the Good Samaritan Inn.  And that leads me into 
the rest of the story.   The Inn was an abandoned multi-storied hotel.  It was an eye sore and was 
contributing to the deterioration of the neighborhood.  It was slated for demolition when Ernie (and 
his wife, Gail) saw an opportunity.  Somehow they managed to raise enough money to buy the site.  
[But, of course, he has a friend in a very high place!]  Ernie then found more money and volunteers to fix 
up the hotel.  They started on one wing and one floor.  Churches and other groups adopted rooms, 
fixed them up, and then furnished them.   The women and kids had a safe home. 

  The grounds were cleaned up and a park was built for the women and their families.  The whole 
complex was fenced in and a guard placed at the entrance to ensure safety for the guests. 

   Ernie’s work did not go unnoticed.  Just this past Spring SunTrust and Atlanta Federal Home 
Loan Bank gave the Mission a $500,000.00 grant to finish the inn.   God Bless, Ernie… You are 
doing Gods work. 



  The Council 4th Degree Knights have been 
asking for it for several years.  After many 
years of association with the Burlington As-
sembly, many felt it was time to build our 
own. 

  This is a big step and one not taken lightly.  
An Assembly is a mini-council with similar 
positions and responsibilities.  Although not 
a “council,” assemblies are the members of 
one or more councils holding the title, “Sir 
Knight, a member of the Fourth Degree.” 

  A finalizing meeting will be held in the 
Multi-Purpose Room on Thursday, August 

17th, at 7:30 p.m.  It is open to all members 
of the Fourth Degree from our Council and 
from surrounding councils.  Members of the 
Third Degree, who are attending the Octo-
ber Exemplification, are also encouraged to 
attend.  They will be eligible to help form 
and take an office in the new assembly. 

  Knights of the Fourth Degree are eligible 
to participate in the assembly’s color corps.  
These are the men who wear the colored 
capes and chapeau in addition to their tux-
edo uniform.  

   Founded on February 22, 1900, the Fourth 

Art Linkletter, where 
are you? 

    Kids say the strangest things 
and make us laugh.  They see life 
so differently. 

   This month’s quote is from an 
eight year old.  Watching the 
Bishop Burbidge’s installation on 
television, she said, “I think he is 
going to be a good Bishop.  I see 

a star in his 
eyes.” 

New Assembly for Chapel Hill? 
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Degree consisted of Third Degree 
Knights who wanted to project their 
love of God and Country.  They wanted 
to show their neighbors that men of the 
Catholic faith were proud and patriotic.  
They loved and cherished their new 
homeland, the United States of Amer-
ica.   

   Member of the Fourth Degree en-
courage and foster the spirit or patriot-
ism and good citizenship.  There are 
over 300,000 men of the Fourth De-
gree. 

  Meetings are held monthly and there 
are frequent social events with spouses. 



  A knight was working in his 
yard and got the rude awaking 
of “stumps are still trees.”  A 
tree was cut down, the stump 
cut to ground level and then 
drilled and treated to rot.  
Three weeks later it sprouted a 
three-foot shoot!  And, it was 
right in the center of a new 
shed foundation!     

  A quick phone call to Drew 
Melvin brought the bad news.     
If I was building any faster, I 
would have had a tree pushing 

up through the floor.  

  Drew offered to come on by 
and take and look and he 
quickly saw that I was in trou-
ble.  But, he had a solution.  
He had a stump grinder and a 
little free time.  He would be 
back “tomorrow” and grind it 
down.   

  True to form, Drew drove up 
with a monster of a rig and 
spent the next hour grinding 
away.  He was having so much 
fun that he even took on an-

other stump on the way back to the road. 

  This is just the way Drew is.  Be it the church, a neighbor, 
family, friend or just an acquaintance, if they needed help, he 
is going to be there.  He is never looking for recognition, he 
just wants you to remember to do the same for another, and 
we are all better for knowing him. 

  You will find Drew at church council meetings of various 
order, rebuilding for repairing a part of the church or the 
school, moving a priest, helping parish youth, cooking pan-
cakes at a Men’s Club breakfast, volunteering to assist every-
where and usually he is the first in line.   

  For this and many unstated reasons, he is our Council 
Knight in the Spotlight. 

  If you have horseshoes you 
can bring them and strut your 
stuff.  There are about five 
horseshoe areas next to the 
pavilion.  There are walking 
trails and a pond where kids 
can feed the ducks, so bring 
your day old bread.   

  The working crews will arrive 

  It is time to get together as a 
family once again  We are us-
ing the Pavilion at the Ander-
son Community Park in Carr-
boro just past Food Lion on 
NC 54 (heading towards Gra-
ham). 

  The council will provide soda, 
water, broasted chicken, hot 
dogs and hamburgers.  
Families are asked to 
bring a plate to share.  
Families from A-H 
should bring a covered 
dish.  All others should 
bring a salad, potato 
salad,  or cole slaw.   

shortly after 8:30 to get the 
cooker going for the chickens.  
They will roast for about two 
hours and will be ready just as 
we add the grill items. 

  There is a public rest room 
that will be cleaned before you 
get there. 

Knights in Action  -  Drew Melvin 

Council Picnic August 26th 
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Double-Star Award from Supreme Knight 

New Officers Installed at Assembly 

  Just in time for the State Or-
ganizational Meeting, our Past 
Grand Knight (he just loves 
that title), Bill Jackson, received 
a personal letter from Supreme 
Knight Carl Anderson an-
nouncing award of the Dou-
ble-Star Award to Council 

10910.  This award was only 
given to a handful of NC state 
councils.  It is a special award 
to recognize the significant 
contributions of a council 
where the council exceeded 
their membership goal by at 
least 200%.  Our Council 

ended the year at 360% of goal.   

  Remember, it is not about 
numbers.  It is about sharing 
the dream of Fr. Michael J. 
McGivney.  It is about knights 
building a better church and 
family through dedicated ser-
vice.  Well Done. 

  Our State Warden, Jack 
Murray, was also installed as 
this year’s Faithful Navigator. 

  The meal was catered and 
there was plenty for everyone. 

  The assembly supports Hills-
borough, Chapel Hill, Roxboro 
and Burlington councils. 

   New Assembly officers were 
installed by District Master 
Bob Singer at a special meeting 
and dinner in Burlington.  Sev-
eral of our council knights are 
officers this year.  John Felton, 
Faithful Captain; Jerry Pilarski, 
Inside Guard, and Gene 
Drogos, Trustee.   

FN Jack Murray 

 

For this is the 
message that ye 
heard from the 

beginning, that we 
should love one 

another.  

1 John 3:11 
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Council Changes Districts   -  Meets other councils in Cary 
  A surprise of the new council year 
was learning that we were moved out 
of District 9 and into District 5.  Our 
new District Deputy is Rick Scherer. 

  To start things off for the new year, 
council leadership joined with other 
district councils for a District Deputy’s 
meeting at St. Michael’s in Cary.    
Although we expected to learn more 
about Financial Secretary duties,  

Membership and Operation Lamb, a 
good part of the meeting had to do with 
co-hosting the 2007 NC State Conven-
tion in Durham.  Chapel Hill co-hosted 
a State Convention about five years ago 
and it is a good opportunity to generate 
funds for the council.   

  Our recent experience with the Organ-
izational Meeting will help us prepare 
for the convention.   

It will be a large event and we will need a 
lot of help. 

  It was a good opportunity for us to meet 

other council members and compare 
notes and get new ideas. 

 Attending for the council were GK Gil 
Montoya, Bob Troy, Lee Heavlin, Peter 
O’Grady, and Robert Smith. 

Hear the right, O LORD, 
attend unto my cry, 

give ear unto my 
prayer, that goeth not 

out of feigned lips. 

Psalms, Psalm 17:1   
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Captain John Cited for Citizenship 
  It all began many years ago as a 
young man in New York.  John 
was awarded a Knights of Colum-
bus Citizenship award.  It was the 
beginning of continuous recogni-
tion of a lifetime of good citizen-
ship and service to his community. 

  John is not a member of our 
church.  He is not even a Knight, 
but he is a member of the Greek 
Orthodox Rite and a Shriner.  Yet, 
when he heard of our mission of 
improving our church and commu-
nity he volunteered to pay for all 
food expenses for our Lenten Fish 
Fries.  His generosity built a fund 
of $2,650 for mortgage debt retire- 

ment. 

  “Captain” John Dimos was rec-
ognized by the council and church 
at the council’s June family dinner 
and award ceremony.   

  Humble, as always, John gave an 
inspiring acceptance speech.  He 
spoke of the importance of giving 
back to the community by helping 
others and by being a strong role 
model for others.  He commented 
on the examples of citizenship he 
observed in our council and told 
us that we play an important part 
in the success of our church and 
community.    Through his generosity, our Council was able to present 

the largest contribution to debt reduction of any of the 
clubs or ministries in the church.  He said, “Look.  Next 
year the fish and all the fixing are on me!  I thank You!” 



  The event has come and gone 
and we survived. 

  When PGK Bill Jackson was 
asked to host the 2006 meeting 
he was willing, but fearful of 
the council’s ability to pull it 
off.   

  With the help of a lot of 
council men, their wives and 
even a few children, it all came 
together.  When the call went 
out for help manning  the re-

ception desk, hospitality suite 
and controlling the banquet, 
you came and helped out.  A 
special thanks to everyone who 
participated, especially with the 
two days of hospitality suite 
operation.  It was a lot of 
work. 

  Our guests raved about the 
“effortless work” of the coun-
cil.  You made us look good.  
Thanks to all. 

Organizational Meeting a Success 

July 4th Parade in Caldwell   -  A big, little parade 
  What builds a council?  Working 
together, helping others, and building 
lasting friendships and memories.  
The trick is to put action into your 
dreams.  You can’t just talk about 
doing something, you have to just do 
it. 

  This year four fraternal groups 
joined forces to help each other build 
an honor guard and form the lead for 
the 2006 Caldwell Independence Day 
Parade.  It is just two miles long, it 
was over 95 degrees, and everyone 
was hot, but everyone had a ball.   

   The host for our event 
was the Durham Fleet Re-
serve Association,.  They 
were joined by the Chapel 
Hill VFW Post 9100 mem-
bers.  Our part was to pro-
vide a Third Degree group 
to carry the council banner.  
Jerry Pilarski, Bob Troy, and 
Gil Montoya were joined by 
Lauralee Long and Yolanda 
Heavlin.  They also wore 
Lamb aprons and passed 
out Tootsie Rolls to every-
one watching the parade. 

  The highlight of the event 
was the Burlington Assem-
bly Color Corps.  It was 

their first time at Caldwell.  The crowds 
loved them and stood up as they marched 
by in their bright, colorful attire, as they 
proudly held the National Ensign and the 
Papal colors.   

  There were floats, kids on bikes, 
antique cars, trucks and tractors.  
They were young, they were old, 
but they were all proud of their 
small town and “down home” pa-
rade.   

  After the parade everyone got 
together to have a picnic lunch of 
hot dogs, backed beans, salad, and 

shared  covered dishes.  There was a lot of jok-
ing, laughter and fun for all.  There is something 
magical about a family, group event.  No one 
wanted to leave.  You can bet that they will be 
back next year.  How about you?  
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St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
940 Carmichael Street 
Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
Phone: 919-929-2518 

W E’ R E O N T H E W EB!  

WWW. KOFC10910 . ORG 

Grand Knight:   919-656-8822 Email: gilhome@bellsouth.net 
Chapel Hill Knightline Editor: 919-968-8628, lbheavli@pipeline.com 
Insurance:  Michael Martin, 919-303-3930, hoosier_71us@yahoo.com 

Paul J. Trageser Council, 10910 

 

Knights don’t travel alone.  Bring a knight or someone wanting to learn more about our council  to our First Monday night meeting 
at the Jim’s Famous Ribs Restaurant on Elliott Road.  This is where we band  together and brainstorm ideas to build our council.  
Men seeking to enter our council need to see you in action.  And, don’t forget our knights needing a ride. Come join us! 

Operation Lamb is coming soon.  This is your chance to make a difference.  Take on the role of a 
site captain.  Develop a winning  plan and raise money for our children. 

Assembly and Sir Knight John 
McCravey.. 

  Priests and representatives of all 
Diocese Deaneries attended, as 
did bishops from Philadelphia, 
Washington, DC, and Atlanta.  
There were Cardinals, deacons 
and priests from Philadelphia. 

   The installation was beautiful 
to behold, the music was of the 
highest order and you could 
sense the presence of the Holy 
Spirit as the Most Reverend Mi-
chael F. Burbidge “officially and 
publicly accepted the Sea of Ra-
leigh.” 

Bishop Burbidge Installed at Meymandi Concert Hall 
   The last time a new bishop was 
installed in the Raleigh Diocese it 
was thirty years ago.  You might 
call it a once in a lifetime event.  
When the call went out for 
Fourth Degree knights to served 
in the honor guard or to assist as 
ushers for the mass, there was no 
problem getting volunteers.   

  Lee Heavlin and Gil Montoya  
were ushers with Lee stationed 
next to the bishop when he gave 
the Blessed Sacrament to the 
faithful.  Dr. Dan Vallero and his 
wife, Jan, attended, too.  Serving 
in the Color Corps Honor Guard 
were members of the Burlington 


