
the council.  The following 
month elections are held.  The 
jobs are for one year and offi-
cers typically progress to ever-
demanding positions. 

    Holding office is a great 
challenge that is full of per-
sonal rewards of self-
satisfaction and pride.  You can 
make a difference, today. 

Membership is built around 
friendships and a desire to be 
part of a winning team.  When 
you are fighting hard to help 
our Catholic community you 
are part of the greatest cause. 
You are helping others as 
Christ would have us do.  We 
are feeding His lambs and 
helping the parish priests serve 
their flock. 

  We are indeed thankful that 
we have a council full of like-
minded men who want to 
make a difference.  All are 
active in some function in the 
church or community.  Not all 
men get to all meetings, but 
when the call goes out to any 
Knight to help, they are there 
to help. 

  Our ranks are swelling with 
new knights on a quest to 
make a difference, too.  In 
fact, so far this year we are at 
120% of our council member-

ship goal, and that is before 
we count the five new mem-
bers who have joined this 
January.   

  GK  Bill Jackson stated at the 
last council meeting that he is 
assigning each new knight with 
a Council Buddy or “mentor.”  
Their buddy will help them 

through the degrees and with 
council events.  “No new Knight 
will be left alone to find his 
way,” said the GK.  If you are an 
old timer and want to be a men-
tor, or if you want to help new 
members grow strong in the 
affairs of their council, let Bill 
Jackson or Peter O’Grady know. 

Official Publication of the  
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Membership Growing Fast 

    It is time to consider new 
council officers.  Have you ever 
thought about taking ownership 
of a council position?  Think 
you can make a difference?  
Know how to motivate, direct, 
confuse, or cook?  Good with 
numbers?  Well we have an op-
portunity for you. 

   Just visit the council web site 
and go to the officers page.  

Look over the duties and re-
sponsibilities of each office 
and select one or two.   

  The next step is to contact 
PGK Tom Chegash or Gene 
Drogos.  Let them know of 
your interest.  They will give 
you more information and add 
you to the list of men seeking 
office.  The next step is to 
announce your candidacy to 

Want to get into Council Politics? 

Paul J . Tragese r C ouncil, 10910 

December – January 
Mid-Year Edition 

Volume 8, Issue 11/12 

Insurance is Not a Dirty 
Word... 

2 

Council Projects and Short 
Stories 

3 

Council Honors  John Yesu-
laitus 

4 

Would the Devil Win this 
One? 

5 

North Carolina State 
Council Organizational Mtg 

6 

Fish Fry Time March 10, 
24 and April 7th 

7 

Inside this issue: 

Upcoming Events  
 
• 3rd Degree Ceremony, 

Feb 4th at Council 2546. 

• Feb 5th, Men’s Club 
Pancake Breakfast   

• Open Council Meeting, 
Feb 6th at Jim’s Famous 
Ribs, Elliott Road, at 
7:00 p.m. 

• Council  Meets Feb 
15th, Multi-Purpose 
Room. 

• Fourth Degree Assembly 
meets Feb 28th  at 
Blessed Sacrament, 
Burlington. 

 

Our newest Knights are (left to right) Doug McKay, Jorge 
Camargo, Don Prost II, David Norris and Jim Hefferman. 

Chapel Hill Knightline 

Paul J. Trageser Council, 10910 



   Why is it when someone 
mentions insurance that some 
look away?  I guess you might 
say that some view insurance 
like they do their dental visit.  
They avoid an important part 
of their personal welfare until 
they are in crisis.   

   Insurance protects against 
worse case situations.  Life 
insurance is not auto insurance.  
It can gain in value as time 
passes.  In this writer’s case, 
most of my policies pay me 
many times than the premiums 

paid each year.  Do you invest 
in yourself? 

  Fr. Michael J. McGivney had 
the foresight to build the 
Knights and to start a system 
that would provide for their 
families.  We have at our dis-
posal one of the strongest 
insurance companies in the 
nation, and you have to be a 
Knight to be considered as an 
applicant or investor. 

   The collective insurance and 
annuity power of all Knights 

of Columbus make possible 
charitable programs in the Or-
der.     Don’t forget that time 
does fly by.  Don’t wait until 
you are uninsurable to think 
about your insurance pro-
grams. 

  Contact your local KofC 
Agent, Michael Martin at (919) 
303-3930.  Ask him to spend a 
little time with you and your 
spouse to learn about the many  
opportunities for insurance, 
annuities and long-term health 
care.   

Our Council is Men Celebrating Family  

Don’t “borrow” a copy of  

Microsoft Office Suite. 

You can download a free, yes, free 
copy of OpenOffice.org Suite.  It 
is in some ways more powerful 

than the other guy.  It even offers 
PDF building, drawing and other 

great features.  See it at 
www.openoffice.org  

Insurance is not a dirty word... 

"We are all a little weird and 
life's a little weird, and when 
we find someone whose 
weirdness is compatible 
with ours, we join up with 
them and fall in mutual 
weirdness and call it love."  
 
 Pope Benedict XVI 

The bond that 
links your true 

family is not 
one of blood, 

but of respect 
and joy in 

each other's 
life. 

Thoughts 
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Let your light 
shine before 

men, that they 
may see your 

good deeds and 
praise your  
Father in 
heaven. 

       - Matthew 5:15 

There are a lot of family events in our council.  Help plan 
for even more.  Join a committee today.  



Council Projects and other short stories 

  One of the things we are called to do 
as Catholics, is to witness—to share 
with others the joy that He brings to 
us. 

   Four years ago, this writer was laid 
off from a “secure job.”  After leaving 
the Hillsborough Employment Secu-
rity Office, that’s the PC term for an 
Unemployment Office, I headed to 
Wal-Mart with my  wife to spend a bit 
of my newfound free time. 

   I was feeling pretty down, but I kept 
a smile on to hide the confusion and 
pain. 

   An elderly gentlemen, about 80 years 
old, approached me.  I thought he was 
a greeter, but he wasn’t.  He said, 

“Excuse me, Sir.  Are you a 
preacher?”  I politely said, “No,” 
and he answered back, “Well, you 
sure look like a preacher to me.” I 
smiled, thanked him and moved on. 

  I thought about his comment as I 
walked the aisle and then went back 
to him.  I told him that as a young 
man I was very active in my church 
and that I aspired to be a minister, 
but my life took a different path.  I 
thanked him again for his comment. 

  He then went on to say, “But, you 
still look like a preacher. … There is 
something good about you and I can 
see that He is with you.  He is walk-
ing with you now.”   

Keep Christ in Christmas 

   Tom Chegash and Gene 
Drogos sold out of their 
Christmas cards.  They extend 
their thanks to all brother 
knights who helped sell cards 
this year.  We were able to add 
a few hundred dollars to our 
council budget, too. 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

 Our November council meet-
ing was our Family Thanksgiv-
ing dinner.  Turkey and ham 
were provided along with the 
fixings.  All attendees brought 
along a side dish or dessert.  
Thanks to Gene Keeling and 
his lady for preparing the tur-
keys.   

Parish Roundtable 

  The Parish Roundtable serves 
to ensure that the needs of all 
parishes are met.  This year 
Connie Raber will represent 
the Newman Center and Lee 
Heavlin will represent the His-
panic community.  If you have 
concerns or suggestions for 

Heavlin Knight and 
Family of the Month  

The Heavlin Family were the 
star performers in November.  
They help Lee, the church and 
the council.  Lee said, “It takes 
everyone in my family for me 
to accomplish what I do.”  Lee 
also was named the Knight of 
the Month for the many, 
many contributions he makes 
to our parish and community.  

Degree Team 
   Gene Keeling still needs 
backup team members!  The 
degree format was changed by 
Supreme, so there is still time 
to learn a role and participate.  
Even if you can’t take a role, 
you can attend the training 
sessions and serve as a candi-
date for the practice.  You may 
even enjoy what you hear and 
want to become a member of 
the team.  You can volunteer 
your service and  e-mail him at 
gkeeling@cisco.com.   

one of these communities, be 
sure to talk to the Roundtable 
members. 

Christmas Party   

Our annual Christmas Party 
was a great success.  Over 60 
people attended  at Captain 
John’s Dockside Seafood Res-
taurant.  Gifts were exchanged 
and fun was had by all.  The 
food was especially good when 
you share it with friends.  Cap-
tain John was presented with a 
plaque from Generations of 
Faith for his support of food 
and items for their dinners.  
Congratulations to Tom and 
Loretta Tom Chegash,  our 
party hosts. 

World War II Memorial 
trip to Washington  

We are still looking at a bus 
trip for April to the World War 
II Memorial and Arlington 
National Cemetery.  Gene 
Keeling is setting this event up 
and it is a great opportunity for 
us and our families to share a 
day in Washington. 

Art Linkletter, where 
are you? 

 

  A recent St. Thomas More 2nd 
grade catechism class discussed 
the seven sacraments.   

  They got them all, but one.  A 
little prodding was needed for 
several.  It’s not easy for 2nd 
graders. 

   Finally, one 
little one 
chimed in, 
“Ooh, Ooh, 
… I know.   
It is the sacra-
ment of  

constipation.” 

Words of  Inspiration 
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  His words reminded me that my 
family and I are blessed.  I think he  
must have been my guardian angel 
reminding me of that.  He was re-
minding me that, while things were 
not right and the clouds were dark, 
my life was still full of opportunity.  
I was going to be okay.    

   We went home that day and the 
phone rang.  I answered a call from 
my old company.  They said that 
they had made a mistake.  I should-
n’t have been laid off and then asked 
me to come back to work.  I was 
just off less than ten days. 

   I guess He was walking with me 
that day and everyday. 



  One council member has 
many talents.  He gets involved 
in a lot of things and is quite 
busy.  Yet, when the council 
was faced with building a de-
gree team, he set aside some 
time to mentor the team.      

  Drawing on his District Dep-
uty experience, he attended all 
meetings and helped the team 
where he could.  He listened 
and observed the degree team 
members as they rehearsed and 
gave advice on delivery and 
procedures.   

   He also got involved in the 
degree equipment purchases. 

   Several of the items used in 
the ceremonial are table cover-
ings and a banner.  He took on 

the task of creating the banner 
and table coverings.  The ban-
ner was rather hard to make.  
“I think I bit off a little more 
than I expected,” he said.  

   It took him over six hours to 
do the sewing and embroider-
ing of letters.  He even thought 
about getting on the phone and 

ordering one as a council gift.  
Finally, his work was done and 
he stood in awe at his new 
banner.    He presented the 
banner to the council at the 
January meeting.   

  This is just one of many 
council stories of gifts from the 
heart.  Tell us yours.    

each to pay for most balls.  
You, too, can support the kids 
and contribute. 

  All Knights are invited to 
participate as referees and 
boosters.  There are sure to be 
plenty of kids and parents 
watching family and friends.  It 
starts at 9 a.m. and ends at 11 

  Richard Honey has been hard 
at work posting contest an-
nouncements and getting local 
businesses to support his ef-
forts with our kids. 

   The council is providing ten 
basketballs as awards and some 
knights have generously under-
written the effort with $10 

a.m.  

   There are ten champions 
who will go on to the District 
championships. 

   Last year we had one of our 
winners reach State competi-
tion and win a State champion-
ship.  Let’s support our com-
munity kids on the 21st. 

Sharing our skills and making a difference 

Free Throw Tournament — January 21st 

  Do you wait until the last min-
ute to get things done?  Are you 
overwhelmed by demands for your 
time and information?  Well, you 
need to take a break and do 
something for others.  You will 
soon realize that “stuff is just 
stuff.”  You can wade through it 
all day and feel “important” or 
you can get involved in your 
church community helping build 
Church.  You can start with your 
spouse and family.  It’s time to 
take a walk in the park. Think 
about it! 

held this position until his re-
tirement from UNC in 1989.   

  John created the university 
marching bands and was the 
one who brought band music 
to the universities sporting 
events.  For many years after 
his retirement, he would lead 
the university band at home-
coming games.  He was named 

“one of the ten most out-
standing musical educators in 
the United States and Canada” 
by Teacher Magazine. 

  An honor guard of 18 Fourth 
Degree Chapel Hill Knights 
participated in the funeral ser-
vice of  “Major Y,” as he was 
affectionately known by his 
students.   

Council Honors John Yesulaitus 
  The January First Degree was 
named in honor of John Yesu-
laitus who passed away on 
December 7th, at age 89. 

  John was a retired USAF Ma-
jor who served during World 
War II.  After retiring in 1964, 
he joined the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
as the Director of Bands.  He 

When you crossed  

John Yesulaitus’ path, he 
would gently put a 

Werther’s carmel cream  
candy in the palm of your 

hand.  A little piece of 
goodness for you.  
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Did you know... 



Would the Devil have Won this One?   

Membership Blitz—March 

Zeny Datiles is Responding to Your Prayers 

See Peter O’Grady and the 
Membership Committee 
members for information. 

   Just a few days after Christ-
mas, the weather was Spring-
like.  As this writer was enjoy-
ing the quiet of a post-holiday 
week weekend, the Mrs. de-
cided to clean house and win-
dows, too. 

   I washed the inside of the 
bay windows and saw that I 
was only getting half the job 
done.  It was worse outside!  
So, I found myself up on the 
ladder scrubbing off dirt and 
film, 

   A young man drove up in 
front of the house and yelled 

up to me for assistance.  I’m a 
good 60 feet from the curb, 
too.  He needed help.  I asked 
how I could and he replied 
with a story. 

  “I’m working up the street,” 
he said. “I’m painting a house.  
My boss called me and wants 
me to switch over to a job in 
Burlington and I don’t have 
money for gas to get there.  
Can you spare a dollar?” 

   With gas at $2.60+, he wasn’t 
going to make it on a buck.  
My wife looked at me and I at 
her and I asked her to pull $5 

from my wallet and give it to 
the fellow. 

  He was surprised at our help 
and thanked us profusely and 
promised to bring us back our 
$5 or help us at our house.  I 
told him that it was okay.  “Just 
go to church on Sunday and 
help someone else,” I yelled to 
him.  We don’t expect to see 
him again.   

  After he drove off, Yoli and I 
started talking.  “He will 
probably go buy a drink,” she 
said.  I replied that I don’t 
think so, but it could be. It’s a 

lighted candles by close 
friends, parish members, 
knights and their families and 
the Filipino  community have 
made a difference.  Recent 
reports are that she is getting 
better and is responding to 
treatment.   

  Rick is much appreciative of 
your prayers, candles and visits.  
Don’t slow down.  There is still 
a long road for Zeny to travel.  

She needs our prayers. 

  If you have not stopped by to 
sit with Rick and his family, 
take a detour and drop by.   

   You won’t find her name in 
the registry.  Just head to 
Room 4317.  At the ICU door, 
use the phone to request ad-
mittance.  

  If you can’t stop by, keep the 
prayers going and call Rick. 

This is no way to spend Christ-
mas—in the hospital.  But that 
is exactly what happened to 
Zeny who took ill in early De-
cember and had to be admitted 
to NC Memorial Hospital ICU. 

  Rick is never far away and 
family is constantly stopping 
by.  Zeny’s mother traveled 
from Chicago to be with her 
little girl who needs her again. 

  The thousands of prayers and 

bership is because we have a 
winning program that supports 
not us, but our church. 

     Let’s not hear, “I would 
have joined long ago, but no 
one asked me.”  You should let 
every man know that he is 
welcome.  You should let every 
wife know that her husband is 

  So we are at 120% of our 
membership goal at “half 
time”, have added five new 
members in January, and we 
are having a Membership Blitz? 

   You betcha!  Why would you 
not want to share the camara-
derie of the Order with others?  
The steady increase in mem-

welcome and that we are about 
families.  There are no bars in 
the back room and we don’t sit 
around playing cards.  We are 
here to continue His works.  
We exist because our catholic 
families need a common bond 
and men to step forward to 
make things happen in our 
parish.  That’s us! 

It’s easy to follow the 
crowd.  It’s harder to 
follow the way of the 

Lord.  Join with others 
for strength and prayer.  

Travel not alone. 
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 gift. I then said, “You know 
that I believe that the Lord is 
amongst us.  It could have 
been Him visiting and check-
ing up our “true” beliefs,” I 
said. 

   She replied, “Well it could 
also have been the Devil.  He 
is walking around us too.” 

   “Well,” I said, “If it was him, 
we must have surprised him.  
If he was testing us, he lost this 
one.  He is probably driving 
down the road right now 
swearing.  One family just 
proved him wrong and got 
away from him.”   



After successfully hosting the 
2000 Organizational Meeting, 
the State Deputy has selected 
Council 10910 to host the 2006 
meeting. 

  The organizational meeting is 
one of the most important 
events in the State Council 
year.  It is where all Grand 
Knights, Financial Secretaries 
and Operation Lamb Chair-
man join together for two days 
of intensive training and indoc-
trinations.  It is not unusual for 
half of all councils to change 
grand knights after the State 

Convention.  Elections are 
held in April and the newly 
elected officers need to learn 
how to build their council.  
This is where it is done. 

   Our council is no stranger to 
hosting this state-wide event.  
We also hosted the 1997 Mid-
Year Meeting and Co-hosted 
the 1998 State Convention 
with the Durham, Hillsbor-
ough and Roxboro councils.  
The council chairman for all of 
these events was FDD and 
Past Grand Knight Lee Heav-
lin.  He has accepted the chair-

manship of this meeting and 
will help GK Bill Jackson host 
the event. 

   There is plenty of work to be 
done before July.  There are 
announcements, data collect-
ing, event planning and sub-
groups for Reservations, Wel-
come Desk, Hospitality Suite, 
50/50 and Raffles, Mass Coor-
dinator, and Dinner hosting.  
This event is going to take a lot 
of work, but the reward is high.  
We get to continue the Paul J. 
Trageser Council tradition of 
support and service to the 
State Deputy. 

on accounting and taxes that 
are widely used in colleges and 
universities, served as President  
of the American Accountants 
Assn., served as the UNC 
KPMG Chaired Professor of 
Accounting, led the NC Assn 
of CPAs, and served on the 
NC State Board of CPA Ex-
aminers and Board of Fraud 
Examiners.  In 1988 Harold 
received the Distinguished 

  One of the quietest, sincerest, 
kindest and friendly man 
served as  a greeter and usher.  
Never a Knight, he was often 
asked to join.  We lost him on 
January 8th at age 80.  He is 
missed. 

   Behind this quiet man pass-
ing out bulletins was a lifetime 
of outstanding service and 
professionalism.  He was a 
CPA, an author of textbooks 

Achievement in Accounting 
Education Award. 

  Yes, this quiet, unassuming 
man served his community, 
nation, and church for many 
years.  He epitomized the per-
fect Catholic gentleman and 
father. 

  He leaves behind his lovely 
wife, Joan, a daughter and 
three sons. Well Done, Harold. 

Council to Host Its Second NC Organizational 
Meeting — July 21 to July 23 in Durham 

Dr. Harold Langenderfer Passes 

Can you see beneath the 
surface?  Can you recognize 
goodness?  Opportunity? 

  Learn more about your Frater-
nal benefits.  Visit the Supreme 
web site at www.kofc.org. 

There is no medical examina-
tion required! 

   If the knight is single, his 
wife is also eligible when he 
gets married.   

   For many years men joined 
the knights just to get this 
benefit!   

   The amount of coverage 

adjusts based on your age.  
Don’t let this valuable benefit 
pass you by. 

  For details, just take a look at 
the back of a Form 100.  If you 
are bringing in a new member, 
make sure you let them know 
about this opportunity.   

   Contact Michael Martin or 
Bob Smith for details, today! 

Once-in-a-Lifetime Offer Often Missed! 
  Did you know that as a new 
Knight you are given the op-
portunity to get Permanent 
Whole Life Insurance for $50 a 
year!  At age 27 you get $5,974 
in coverage for fifty bucks! 

  Plus you get increasing loan 
and cash values.  Plus you get 
dividends after only three 
years!  Wait!  It gets better!  

Some people pick up 
lumps of coal and toss 

them away.  Others 
look more closely for 

the diamond inside. 

Take time to read  
Acres of Diamonds by 

Dr. Russell H. Conwell, 
founder of Temple 

University.   
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Fish Fry Time  March 10th & 24th, April 7th 

Double Dipping — Help the Men’s Club 

State Raffle — Trip to Alaska by Sea 

Jerry and the fish fry crew are 
gearing up for the three dinners 
this year.  Mark your calendars! 

Flip pancakes with a friend 
and help your fellow parish-
ioners. 

  The school gym is reserved 
and plans are underway to hold 
three Lenten Fish Fries.   

  These have been a tremen-
dous success and we expect 
none less this year. 

   At our last event, WE SOLD 
OUT!  There was nothing to 
take home.  If you didn’t eat 
early, you didn’t eat! 

   Remember, we are building 
Church.  We are providing a 
place for our parish members 
to join with other Catholics to 
share experiences, families and 

develop new friendships.  We 
thirst for community events.  
Just watch and listen to the 
attendees.  They talk about 
their kids, where they came 
from, what they like or dislike, 
and they talk about their town.  
They learn  about others and 
find out that they are not 
alone. 

   Life-long friendships are 
started at parish events like fish 
fries and pig pickings.  That is 
why we host them.  Okay, so 
we will make a little money, 
too.   

  So what did we do with our 
money last year?  Well, we 
wrote a check for $1,500 and 
passed it to Fr. Durbin to help 
with the mortgage.  Don’t 
think that that made a differ-
ence?  Did you know that at 
year-end we were $64,000 be-
hind in expected mortgage 
contributions?  So, fellows, 
let’s get ready to fry some fish 
and help Fr. Durbin build his 
church. 

  You will have fun and you 
will get to sample fish and 
chips right out of the pot! 

The price is $5 and there are 
two major prizes.  The grand 
prize is a voyage to Alaska. 

   If you are new to the council, 
here is some history.  We used 
to try to sell tickets and raised a 
few hundred dollars each year 
for council use.  Then, one 
year we thought of others and 
not ourselves.  We decided to 
donate 100% of our earnings 
to our Diocese Seminarians. 

  The parish has responded and 
we have steadily increased 
sales.  Fr. Michael Clay helps 
us identify seminarians with 
the most pressing needs.   

   Did you know that the semi-
narians have little pocket 
money?  The Diocese only 
provides lodging, food, educa-
tion and books.  Everything 
else is on them.  Let’s make it 
“on us.”   

  It is time to sell KofC Raffle 
tickets.  We have 800 tickets to 
sell and that will bring in 
$2,000 for our seminarians. 

   Tom Chegash and Gene 
Drogos are co-chairing this 
annual event and they need 
your help selling tickets after 
each February mass.  You can 
even buy some tickets for 
yourself.  

   The Men’s Club hosts a 
monthly Pancake Breakfast.  
This event is more for building 
a strong parish family than to 
earn money.  It does pretty 
good on both counts! 

    They need our help to keep 
the breakfasts going.  They 
need manpower.  But, you 

  Before the Knights formed a 
council at St. Thomas More, 
there was just the Men’s Club.  
Most of the Knights came 
from this club.  Many members 
are also knights.  The club is 
there to help non-Catholics 
and Catholic men who can not 
join the Order gather together 
and bond as we do. 

have to leave your KofC gear 
at the door.  It’s the Men’s 
Club and we need to keep its 
identity in the parish. 

  So, if you can serve food, set 
up tables, and chat with the 
guests, you are most welcome.  
They meet the first Wednesday 
of each month.   

 “When Knights get 
together, what do you 

have?” 

  You have men bound  
as one to help all 

succeed and prosper. 
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St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
940 Carmichael Road 
Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
Phone: 919-929-2518 

W E’ R E O N T H E W EB!  

WWW. KOFC10910 . ORG 

Grand Knight:   919-929-2518  Email: bjackson55@rr.nc.com 
Chapel Hill Knightline Editor: 919-968-8628, lbheavli@pipeline.com 
Insurance:  Michael Martin, 919-303-3930, hoosier_71us@yahoo.com 

Paul J. Trageser Council, 10910 

 

Knights don’t travel alone.  Bring a knight or someone wanting to learn more about our council  to our First Monday night meeting 
at the Jim’s Famous Ribs Restaurant on Elliott Road.  This is where we band  together and brainstorm ideas to build our council.  
Men seeking to enter our council need to see you in action.  And, don’t forget our knights needing a ride. Come join us! 

Operation Lamb is over for 2005.  2006 is now starting.  This is your chance to make a difference.  
Take on the role of a site captain.  Develop a winning  plan and raise money for our children. 

Building Church and a Strong Council 

There is room for you, too,  in any one of our programs 
or projects.  You are what makes our council strong.  A 

strong council contributes tremendously to parish growth. 


